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GLOBE TROTTER 


IN HIS FIRST YEAR 
IN OFFICE, GREITENS 
HAS SPENT THE 
EQUIVALENT OF 
SEVEN WEEKS 
OUTSIDE THE STATE 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Missouri Gov. Eric Greitens (left) and President 
Donald Trump talk in Springfield, Mo., in August. 


BY KURT ERICKSON 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


orado. 


JEFFERSON CITY o Since taking office in January, Eric Greit- 
ens has been a governor on the move. 

According to a Post-Dispatch review, the Republican new- 
comer has spent the equivalent of seven weeks outside of the 
state, hitting political hot spots such as Washington and Iowa 
and attending GOP conferences in Nashville, Florida and Col- 


In all, the Post-Dispatch tally shows Greitens spent an esti- 
mated 50 days traveling to other states and countries. In some 
cases, he was at events for just a few hours before returning to 
Missouri. And, except for his security detail, which costs about 
$2.5 million annually whether he travels or not, Greitens did 
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Diner owner is left to pick up pieces 


iy 


PHOTOS BY J.B. FORBES « jforbes@post-dispatch.com 
Pat Woods (center) becomes emotional when building inspector Dan Thomas tells her Monday that her building won’t be 
condemned. Woods owns Fresno’s Diner on East Grand Boulevard. A pickup ran into the side of the building Saturday. 


BY JESSE BOGAN 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ST. LOUIS o A yearning for a cup 
of coffee motivated Pat Woods to 
open Fresno’s Diner in the shadow 
of the giant Corinthian water 
tower on East Grand Boulevard. 
She wanted not just a hot drink, 
but a table and chairs to go with it. 
“It’s offensive that I had to get 
in the car and drive somewhere,” 
she said of restaurant options. 
“In our community, everything is 
carry out — out of a hole. There 


Pat Woods, 61, waits behind the counter at Fresno’s 
Diner this month. Woods opened the diner in hopes 
of changing the College Hill neighborhood. 


College Hill cafe is hit with another setback 


should be a place where a mom 
and dad can bring their kids.” 

For four years, that place has 
been Fresno’s in the College Hill 
neighborhood. 

But obstacles fly in the way. 
This fall, a stray bullet hit the door 
at Fresno’s overnight, when the 
metal guard was pulled down over 
the front windows and entrance. 

At home on Thanksgiving, 
Woods had just pulled a turkey 
out of the oven when police fatally 
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NYC bomb suspect claims ISIS as inspiration 


BY COLLEEN LONG 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK e A would-be suicide bomber in- 
spired by Islamic State extremists strapped on a 
crude pipe bomb, slipped unnoticed into the na- 
tion’s busiest subway system and set the device off 
at rush hour Monday in a scenario that New York 
has dreaded for years, authorities said. 

In the end, the only serious wounds were to the 
suspect, identified as Akayed Ullah, 27, a Bangla- 
deshi immigrant and former cab driver. But the 
attack sent terrified commuters fleeing through 
a smoky passageway, and three people suffered 
headaches and ringing ears from the first bomb 
blast in the subway in more than two decades. 

“This was an attempted terrorist attack? Demo- 
cratic Mayor Bill de Blasio said. “Thank God the 
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Officials place Akayed Ullah (on a stretcher) into an ambulance Monday 
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in New York. Ullah is suspected of setting off a crude pipe bomb. 


Greitens calls 
for firing of 
veterans home 
administrator 


Remade board expected 
to meet this week after 
complaints about care 


BY KIM BELL AND KURT ERICKSON 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


JEFFERSON CITY eo Gov. Eric Greitens 
has replaced five members of the Missouri 
Veterans Commission after saying an out- 
side investigation into the St. Louis Veter- 
ans Home found serious problems. 

In a press conference at the North 
County facility Monday morning, Gre- 
itens said he expected the nine-member 
Missouri Veterans Commission to meet 
this week. He said he believed it should 
move to fire Rolando Carter, the director 
of the St. Louis home, and Larry Kay, di- 
rector of the commission. 

The 300-bed St. Louis Veterans Home 
has been under a microscope over com- 
plaints by residents, employees and fami- 
lies that the facility is failing to adequately 
care for veterans. Complaints by veterans 
and family members about care at the St. 
Louis home were first made public in a 
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Pentagon to accept 
transgender troops 
starting in January 


BY LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON e Transgender recruits 
will be allowed to enlist in the military be- 
ginning Jan. 1, the Pentagon said Monday, 
as President Donald Trump’s ordered ban 
suffered another legal setback. 

The new policy reflects the difficult 
hurdles the federal government would 
have to cross to enforce Trump’s demand 
this year to bar transgender individuals 
from the military. 

Three federal courts, including one 
Monday in Washington state, have ruled 
against the ban. 

In October, U.S. District Judge Colleen 
Kollar-Kotelly barred Trump’s adminis- 
tration from proceeding with its plan to 
exclude transgender people from military 
service. Part of the effect of the ruling was 
that the military would be required to al- 
low transgender people to enlist beginning 
Jan. 1. 

The government had asked Kollar-Ko- 
telly to put the Jan. 1 date on hold while it 
appealed her full ruling, but she declined 
Monday, reaffirming the Jan. 1 start date. 
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